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PREFACE. 

UPO  N  the  repeated  Solicitations  of  ma¬ 
ny  Letters  from  my  Correfpo?idents ,  who 
have  approv  d  of  the  following  Papers , 
and  been  urgent  for  Publijhing  them  together  in 
one  Pamphlet  for  the  General  Good ,  they  make 
their  Appearance  after  this  Manner .  But  be - 

caw/e yirae  been  pleas'd  to  obferve ,  TZwf  it 
is  a  very  odd  Thing  that  our  Laws  Impower 
Judges  to  put  People  to  Death  for  Witchcraft, 
if  there  is  no  fuch  Thing  as  a  Witch  in  the 
Worlds  and  others  affirm.  That  the  Records 
of  Jufice  are  full  of  Inftances,  in  all  Ages,  of 
the  Truth  of  Witchcraft ,  which,  in  their  Opi¬ 
nion,  amounts  to  a  Demonftration.  I fall, for 
the  Sat  iff  action  of  the  Fir  ft,  have  Recourfe  to  fuch 
Laws  as  have  been  Ena&ed  here  in  England  con¬ 
cerning  it,  as  alfo  thofe  that  have  been  made  in 
Foreign  Countries }  and  to  quiet  the  Minds  of  the 
laft ,  ffiew  them  how  far  ojf  their  Snrmifes  are 
from  any  Thing  that  bears  the  Face  of  Reality . 

To  begin  with  the  birft.  It  is  f aid  that  the  ^7,1 
of  Henry  VIII.  was  the  fir  ft  Statute  againfi 
Witchcraft ,  one  Claufe  of  which  is.  Or  for  the 

A  2  Defpight 
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Defpight  of  Chrift,  or  Lucre  of  Money  to 
pull  down  any  Crofs  *,  and  is  there  made  Felo¬ 
ny  ,  which  (l)ev>sy  that  this  Statute  was  partly  made 
upon  Account  of  the  Religion  which  then  prevail'd , 
and  that  this  Crime  was  as  Capital  as  to  confume 
any  Perfon  in  his  Body ,  Member s,  or  Goods  ^  fo 
Jupeifiitious  was  this  Nation  in  thoje  Days  •  but 
this  Statute  was  afterwards  repeal'd  in  feveral 
Reigns ,  viz.  Ed.  6.  Gap.  12.  i  Mar.  Cap.  1.  . 
which  perhaps  thofe  Two  Parliaments  never  would 
have  done ,  without  making  another  againfi 
Witches,  if  they  had  believ'd  there  were  any  finch 
Creatures  .5  this  Repealing  being  a  Kind  of  Legal 
Toleration  for  Witches,  there  being  no  Common 
Law  whereby  to  punijh  them.  But  what  Reajon 
the  Parliament  had  to  make  this  firfl  Statute  a-  * 
gain]}  Witches,  or  what  Inducement  the  next  Two 
Reigns  had  to  repeal  it ,  or  what  Motives  the  pie¬ 
ce  e  ding  Reigns  to  make  more  fever e  Laws  againfi 
them ,  may  be  worth  Enquiry ,  confidering  that 
Witchcraft  has  always  been  the  fame  in  all  Ages, 

We  are  likewife  inform'd ,  That  the  firfi  Perfons 
who  were  condemn  d  for  Witches,  fufferd  in  the 
Tear  1200,  when  Frederick  the  Second  made  a 
Law  for  Burning  of  Here  ticks  $  and  that  the  In- 
quifitors  having  judg'd  the  Crime  of  Witchcraft 
to  be  Herefy,  and  that  to  be  a  Witch  was  the 
fame  Thing  to  the  Pope,  as  to  be  a  Traylor  to  a 
Temporal  Prince  j  they  did  in  Rome,  Spain,  & c . 
condemn ,  by  that  Law ,  fnppos'd  W itches  as  He- 
reticks,  becauje  Witches  had  renounc'd  their 
Baptifinal  Yow  ,  and  ador'd  Satan  :  And  this 
they  did  to  Efiablifl)  the  ujurp'd  Dominion  of  the 
Pope,  and  for  their  own  Profit ,  they  having  a 

Share 
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Share  in  the  Goods  and  Efeates  of  fetch  Perfons  fo 
condemn'd:  And  probably  this  Law,  and  the  Ex¬ 
ample  of  the  lnqnijitions  have  been  the  chief 
Grounds  that  other  Countries ,  in  particular ,  Eng¬ 
land,  did  afterwards  make  Laws  of  the  fame 
Tendency ,  and  punifePd  Witches  in  like  Maimer , 
ever  fence  ^  till  the  Statute  of  De  Heretico  com- 
burendo  was  repealed.  For ,  according  to  Cokers 
Inftitute  %d,  Part  44,  46,  it  feems  as  if  before 
this  Statute  of  Henry  VIII.  Witches  were  al¬ 
ways  Try  d  by  Ecclefeafeical  Laws  arid  Judges ,  and 
condemn'd  as  Hereticks  or  Apoftates,  and  that 
the  Cognizance  of  Perfom  under  thefe  Circum- 
fiances ,  was  by  ibis  Statute  transform  d  from  an 
Ecclefeafeical  to  a  Temporal  Judicature ,  as  they 
were  Killing  Witches,  not  as  Hereticks  and 
Apoftates, 

In  Anfewer  to  the  Second  Propofetion  I  Jhall  take 
the  Liberty  to  declare ,  that  the  Records  mention'd 
therein  cannot  amount  to  a  Demonft ration.  For  if 
even  Glanvil  himfelf  Speaks  true ,  who  fays ,  Fol. 
103, That  we  are  Ignorant  of  the  Extents  and 
Bounds  of  Nature’s  Sphere,  and  Pofhbilities, 
it  will  follow  that  We  are  uncertain  whether  tbofe 
Fa&s  for  which  Witches,  have  been  condemn'd 
were  really  done  by  Witchcraft,  or  produc'd  by 
the  Courfe  of  Nature  :  And  can  this  Uncertainty 
amount  to  a  Demomfiration  ?  2.  Judges,  for  Lite - 
refe's  fake ,  have  fujfer'd  themfelves  to  be  impos'd 
upon  by  Falfe  Witneffes,  and  fo  condemn'd  Inno¬ 
cent  Perfons  for  Things  they  were  never  Guilty 
of :  And  can  the  Records  of  thfe  Condemnations 
amount  to  a  Demovferation  ?  3.  Judges  have  con¬ 
demn'd  Innocent  Perfons  for  Falls  that  were 

Impojfeble 
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Difcourfeof  the  Town  having 
been  very  much  taken  up  for 
fomeDays  pail;,  with  a  Trifling 
Pamphlet,  in  Vindication  of  the 
Tryal  of  one  Jane  Wenham^z  Reputed  Witch, 
whom  that  Enemy  to  Superilition,  the  very 
Worlhipful  Sir  Henry  Charncy,  gravely  Com¬ 
mitted,  without  Laughing ,  to  HertfordGozl  ; 
where  (he  wasTry’d  and  found  Guilty  (a- 
gainil  the  Judge’s  Will )  of  Converfing  with 
the  Devil  in  the  fhape  of  a  Cat,  making  a 
Maid  that  could  not  Walk  without  Leadings  leap 
over  a  Five-Bar  Gate,  and  run  as  / wife  as  a 
Greyhound ,  with  feveral  other  Incredibles  ; 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  difabufe  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  who  too  eaiily  give  into  the  Belief  of 

B  fuch 
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fiich  Stories,  and  receive  Impreffions 
them  not  fa  eafily  to  be  defaced.  Cicero,  in 
Lib.  2  de  Divin ,  fays,  Nam  ut  vere  loquamur , 
Superjlitio  fufa  per  Orbem  opprejfit  omnium  fere 
animos  atq *,  thminum  occupavit  Imbecillitatem. 
For  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  Superftition  having 
over-run  the  World,  hath  daftared  almolt 
every  ones  Spirits,  taking  its  Advantage 
from  the  Frailty  of  Man*  And  ftrange  it 
is  to  eonfider,  how  far  the  Folly  of  Mankind 
hath  proceeded  in  their  Credulity  concern¬ 
ing  the  Actions  both  of  Male  and  Female 
Witches :  As  if,  forfooth,  they  could  Tranf- 
form  Men  and  Women  into  Beafts  ;  as  if 
they  could  Deflroy  the  Fhmtsof  the  Earth, 
and  the  Fruits  of  the  Womb,  at  their  Plea- 
lure  •,  as  if  they  could  raife  Winds  and  Tem¬ 
pers,  or  alay  them,  enable  or  difable,  m 
Matters  Venerial ;  in  a  Word,  as  if  they 
could  eniave  Nature  herfelf,  and  make  the 
UniverfeObcy  their  Commands.  Examples, 
indeed,  of  this  Prodigious  Power,  are  feat- 
ter  d  up  and  down  the  Roman  Poets,  fuch  as 
Virgil  ,  Horace ,  Ovid,  Tibullus,  Propertius , 
Lucan,  But  that  it  has  any  Foundation 
in  Holy  Scripture,  or  takes  its  Rife  other- 
wife  than  from  Heatfaenifh  Fables,  after¬ 
wards  improv’d  by  Papal  Impoftors,  mult 
always,  by  me,  be  deny’d. 

"Tis  true,  our  Tranftators  of  the  Bible, 
in  the  Eighteenth  Chapter  of  Deuteronomy  % 
Call  a  Ccnjttturer  an  Enchanter ,  which  why 
they  fhould,  1  cannot  at  all  imagine,  there 

being. 
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being  not  the  leaft  Hint  of  fuch  a  Signified 
tion  in  the  Hebrew  Word  Mankejh7  which  is 
far  better  render’d  in  the  old  Tranflation,  a 
Regarder  of  the  Flying  of  Fowls  m7  for  that  is 
Truth,  tho’  it  be  not  all  the  Truth,  the  Flight 
of  Fowls  being  but  One  way  of  Many, 
which  Conje&urers  made  ufe  of.  A  Second 
Miftake  of  our  Tranflators,  in  the  fame 
Chapter,  is,  their  calling  a  Miracle-monger  a 
Witch  :  The  Hebrew  Word  is  Mickfhaph7 
which  the  Septuagint  renders  by  the  Greek 
word  fcfltffue*©-,  meaning  an  Impoflor ,  not  a 
Roifoner .  For  it  is  Ridiculous  to  think,  that 
Pharaoh's  Magicians,  Jezabel  the  Queen,  and 
King  Manaffes  did  exercife  the  Art  of  Fob 
foning.  Thus  in  the  Eighteenth  Chapter  of 
the  Revelations ,  and  the  Twenty  third  Verfe, 
the  Word  is  neither  taken  for 

Witchcraft ,  or  Poifons,  but  for  ImpoHures ,  tho? 
our  Tranflatioas  have  render’d  it  Witch - 

craft . 

Now  thefe  Miracle-mongers  or  jugling 
workers  of  Counterfeit  Miracles  are  there¬ 
fore  fo  feverely  prohibited  in  the  Law  of 
Mofes ,  becaufe  theyaded  ftrange  things  in 
the  fight  of  the  People  to  confirm  them  in 
falfe  Religions.  Hence  it  is  that  in  the  Old 
Tefi ament ,  where  mention  is  made  of  Idola¬ 
try,  you  fhall  frequently  meet  with  Micacle - 
mongers  and  SoHthjayers  coupled  together.  For 
the  Priefts  of  an  Idol  would  commonly  ad¬ 
vance  its  Reputation  by  countefeiting  the 
Gifts  of  Prophefying  and  Working  Miracles, 


(  4  )  . 

pretendedly  receiv’d  from  that  God  to  whofe 
Honour  the  Idol  was  Ere&ed.  Nor  let  any 
one  think  that  for  the  Performance  of  thefe 
Counterfeit  JMeracles^  they  flood  in  need  of 
the  Devils  Affiflance ;  for  what  they  per- 
form’d,  either  exceeded  not  the  Compafs  of 
Human  Art,  altho’  miraculous  in  the  Eyes 
of  the  Vulgar :  Or  if  it  did,  then  it  was 
not  really  perform’d,  but  a  mere  Jugling 
Impofiure.  Such  kird  of  fuglers  were  thofe 
who  flood  before  Pharaoh ,  in  oppofition  to 
Mofes  and  Aaron:  For  whofoever  believes 
that  Pbaraolf  s  Magicians  could,  by  the  help 
of  the  Devil,  turn,  in  an  inflant,  a  Stick 
Into  a  Serpent,  afcribes  to  the  Devil  an 
Omnipotent  Creating  Power,  equal  unto 
his,  who  did  but  fay,  Let  fkch  a  thing  be9 
Sand  it  was  fo.  St.  Auguftine ,  I  confefs,  does 
feem  to  endeavour  at  the  Evading  this  Ob¬ 
jection,  by  laying  down  a  Maxim,  That  in 
the  Elements  the  Seeds  of  all  bodies  fecretly  lie 
hidy  which  7  upon  meeting  with  Convenient  Op- 
fort  unities ,  do  put  forth  themftlves  and  arife 
to  the  juft  Bounds  and  Figures  due  to  their  re - 
fpe&ive  Species.  From  hence  he  Infers,  That 
the  Devil,  in  turning  Magician^  Rods  into 
Serpents  ,  did  not  Create  thofe  Serpents, 
becaufe  he  produc’d  them  out  of  their  Seeds' 
But  by  St.  Augufiine  s  good  Leave,  ’tho’  I 
fhould  grant  him,  that  the  Seed  of  a  Serpent 
is  in  a  Suck,  yet  I  can  never  allow  the  Ma¬ 
gicians  to  be  able  fo  fuddenly  to  bring  forth 
this  Seed  into  A ft,  for  the  Production  of  a 
Serpent.  ’Tis  true,  That  Men,  by  their 

well 
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well  ordering  the  Seeds  of  Plants ,  may 
haften  the  Generation  of  fiich  Plants,  and 
the  ripening  of  their  Fruits:  They  may  alfo 
by  putting  Eggs  into  Camels  Dung,  procure 
the  Generation  of  Chickens,'  Wherefore 
’tis  probable  that  Devils^  being  m ore  skilful 
than  Men,  may  flrangely  promote  the  Gene¬ 
ration  of  feveral  Creatures  beyond  any  hu¬ 
mane  Art:  But  yet  neither  Men,  nor  De¬ 
vils,*  in  regard  they  aft  thefe  Things  by  the 
Application  of  Matter  to  Matter,  can  pro¬ 
duce  any  creature  out  of  its  Seed,  without  a 
confiderable  fpace  of  Time.  No,  they  muffc 
attend  the  Laws  of  Matter ,  and  wait  upon 
Dame  Nature’s  Leifure :  there  being  many 
fucceflive  Alterations  required  in  Seed,  be¬ 
fore  it  can  come  to  the  Embryo  of  a  Crea~; 
ture,  and  many  aifo  muff  afterwards  follow, 
before  the  Embryo  can  Arrive  to  a  perfeft 
.  fhape. 

v  .  •.  «...  i  i  «*.  i  .  : 

The  Third  Error  of  our  Tranflators  is, their 
miftaking  a  Confulter  with  Oracles  or  Falfe 
Prophets,  for  a  Confulter  with  Familiar 
Spirits,  The  Hebrew  W ords  are  vfrW  2TK, 
which  WordO£  fignifies  in  Scripture,  fome- 
times  the  Gift  of  Oracling,  and  fometimes 
the  Perfon  that  hath  fuch  a  Gift.  It  fignifies 
aifo  a  Bottle  or  hollow  Veil'd,  and  from  this 
fignification,  I  fuppofe  the  other  came.  For 
it  is  certain  that  Oracles  did  ufe  to  counter-’ 
feit  ftrange  kind  of  Voices,  that  they  might 
feem  not  to  be  humane.  To  this  purpofe, 
’tis  not  unlikely  that  they  made  ufe  of  a 

Bottle, 


Bottle^  or  Trunk,  or  fome  other  hollow 
Veflel,  which  they  fpoke  through,  whereby 
their  Voices  muft  needs  be  very  much  alter¬ 
ed,  efpeciaily  if  they  were  in  a  Cave  on 
Room  under  Ground,  when  they  made  An* 
fwer  to  Enquiries.  Theie  kind  of  Cheating 
Tricks  are  plainly  alluded  to  by  the  Prophet 
J/aiah  in  thefe  Words \  And  thy  F'oice  fhall  he 
a$  an  Oracler  cut  of  the  Earth ,  and  thy  Speech 
pall  piep  out  of  the  Daft.  Here,  I  fuppofe? 
the  Prophet  chiefly  hints  at  the  fJecromantick 
Oraeler3  or  one  that  pretended  to  Confulfr 
with  the  Dead  :  Who  by  Bimfelf,  or  his 
Confederate,  did  counterfeit  a  Voice  like 
the  pieping  of  a  Chicken,  that  it  might  the 
more  plaufibly  feem  to  be  the  finall  Voice 
of  a  poor  departed  GholL 

I  could  produce  many  other  Inftaaces  of 
the  like  nature,  which  the  Tranflation  of  the 
Bible  by  Junius  and  Tremellius ,  gives  us  a 
Light  into  but  fhall  Content  my  felf,  with 
bringing  fome  Arguments  to  prove  in  the 
firft  Place,  That  this  Strange  Notion  of  Witch¬ 
craft,  has  its  Foundation  in  Heathen  Fables , 
Secondly ,  I  {ball  take  upon  me  to  affirm,  That 
it  has  been  improv’d  by  Papal  Inquifitous 
for  the  fake  of  Private  Interellr.  Thirdly ,  I 
fhall  prove,  That  there  is  no  fuch  Thing, 
as  a  Witch  in  Scripture.  Fourthly ,  1  fhall  en¬ 
deavour  to  make  appear.  There  is  no  fuch 
thing  as  a  Witch  at  all ;  and  produce  feveral  i 
Arguments  againfl:  theAffirmers  of  Witch* 
crafts  Fifthly ,  1  fhall  anfwer  other  Argu¬ 
ments 
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merits  to  the  contrary.  Sixthly  ahd  Lajlly] 

1  fhall  (hew  by  what  means  this  Opinion  of 
Witchcraft  came  into  the  World. 

To  begin  with  my  firft  Particular.  Such 
was  the  vain  Credulity  of  Men  in  the  Hea¬ 
then  Ages ;  that  they  did  not  only  believe 
thofe  Things  were  real,  which  the  Priefts 
Counterfeited  ;  but  they  alfb  aferibed  unto 
private  Perfons,  a  Power  equal  to  that  of 
the  Priefts,  or  rather  beyond  it.  For  not 
only  Men,  but  Women,  especially  Old  Wo- 
!  men  have  been  famous  for  Prophefying  of 
!  Things  to  come,  whence  they  were  call’d 
!  Saga  *,  as  alfo  for  Wonderful  and  Miraculous 
i  Exploits,  whence  they  took  the  Name  of 
.  Lamia  or  F'enefica,  They  were  call’d  Lamia 
i  chiefly  from  their  Adventures  among  little 
i  Children.  For  it  feems,  according  to  the  Fa¬ 
ble,  there  was  one  Lamia  a  Beautiful  Wo- 
:  man  in  Lybia,  whom  Jupiter  fell  in  Love 
with  ;  but  Juno,  out  of  Jealoufy,  took  her 
Children  which  (he  had  by  Jupiter  and  killed 
them;  wherefore  fhe  out  of  mere  Grief  for 
the  Death  of  her  own  Children,  made  it  her 
PraSice  to  kill  thofe  of  other  Women.  They 
were  ftyl’d  f^enefica,  becaufe  they  were  wont 
to  make  ufe  of  Herbs,  which  they  fuppos’d 
had  ftrange  kiud  of  Vertuesin  them,  for  with 
Herbs  or  Charms  they  always  aded. 

Hum  te  Car  mi  nib  us,  nnm  te  palientibus  Herb  is 

Levovit  tacito  tempom  noSkis  Anus  l 
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A%  for  the  Opinions  concerning  Incubi  and 
Succnbi  Devils,  It’s  rnanifeit,  they  had  their 
Rife  from  the  Fables  of  the  A ntient  Hero’s, 
who  (as  Socrates  in  flat  oh  Cratylus  affirms) 
were  begotten  from  the  Conjunction  of 
Deities  with  Human  Creatures ;  which  kind 
of  Conjunction,  whofoever  believes  makes 
that  Belief  of  his,  a  Cloak  for  the  Adulteries 
of  the  Heathen  Priefts,  who  often  lay  with 
other  Mens  Wives,  pretending  that  the  Gods 
had  vouchfafed  them  the  Honour  of  their 
Company.  Very  Remarkable  to  this  Pur« 
pofe,  is  the  Story  of  Tyr annus  a  Prieft  of 
Saturn,  who  under  this  Pretence  had  carnal' 
Knowledge  of  many  a  Man’s  Wife,  till  at 
iaft  one  more  Wife  than  the  Red,  difcover’d 
the  Cheat,  in  like  manner  Uundus  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  of  Rome,  by  the  help  of  the  Priefts 
belonging  to  the  Temple  of  Jfis ,  enjoy’d  his 
Pleafure  on  Vaulina  a  Roman  Lady,  who  mi- 
dook  him  for  the  God  Anubis . 

Now  one  woo'd  think  that  thefe  Heathen* 
ifh  Fables  and  Follies,  to  come  to  my  feeond  Par¬ 
ticular ,  aitho’  they  took  Root  in  the  Minds 
of  the  Chriftian  Vulgar,  fhould  never  have 
been  A  Heated  to  by  thofe  who  account  them- 
Telves  Rabbies  and  Dodors  of  the  People ; 
yet  there  is  nothing  of  this  Nature  that  was 
Credited  by  thofe  Barbarous  Ages,  that  hath 
not  been  declar’d  I  rue  by  the  Inquifition  and  i 
by  the  Canon  Law.  Wherefore  it  may  not 1 
be  amifs,  to  enquire  into  thofe  Inquilitors. 
The  fir  It  Time  that  1  can  hear  News  of  them 

in  ' 


in  Hiftory  is  in  the  Days  of  Maximus  who 
contended  with  Theodifim  for  the  Empire: 
Though  I  confefs  an  Inquifttion  was  then  but 
Intended,  not  brought  to  Effefr.  This/hto- 
imns ,  was  the  fit  ft  who  put  Hereticks  to 
Death,  namely PrifcMaw  and  his  Partners, 
by  the  Perfvvaiion  of  o nzlthacius,  and  if  it 
had  not  been  for  St.  Martin ,  he  would  have 
Pent  Tribunes  into  Spain,  with  Power  to 
fearch  for  Hereticks,  and  to  take  away  their 
Lives  and  Goods,  in  procels  of  time,  Charle - 
main ,  who  was  Crowned  Emperor  in  the 
Eighth  Hundred  Year  after  Chrift,  did  by 
his  Laws  or  Capitulars,  declare  the  Bifticp 
of  Rome  to  be  Head  of  the  Church.  Never- 
thelefs  all  thofe  Capitulars,  which  concern'd 
the  Roman  Supremacy,  were  extra&ed  from 
forg’d  Authorities,  that  Cheat  being  put 
upon  them  by  the  Biihops  of  Mentz,.  About 
Three  Hundred  years  after,  in  the  year  One 
Thoufand  one  Hundred  Twenty  two,  the 
Emperor  Henry  the  Fifth  was  forced  to  re~ 
fig  a  his  Power  of  Electing  and  Invefling 
Biihops  with  the  Staff  and  Ring  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Church;  of  which  the  Roman 
Pontiff  being  declar’d  Head,  by  this  Means 
obtain’d  a  greater  Empire  and  Power,  than 
ever  the  Roman  Cdfars  had.  This  being 
perceiv’d  by  the  German  Emperors,  there 
was  aimoff  a  perpetual  War  between  them 
and  the  Biihops  of  Home:  But  efpecially 
Frederick  the  Second,  who  Hod rifh’d  in  the 
beginning  of  the  13th  Century,  and  (pent 
molt  of  his  Reign  in  endeavouring  to  take 
down  the  Church  from  overtopping  the  Em  - 
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pire.  Neverthelefs,  it  was  in  his  Reign? 
that  the  Roman  Biihops  made  notable  Provi- 
fion  for  the  Security  of  their  Exorbitant 
Power  \  Then  it  was  that  Frederick  the  Se¬ 
cond,  when  he  was  at  Padua,  made  thole 
unhappy  Laws,  whereby  Hereticks  were 
liable  to  the  Punifhmerit  of  Death  ;  of  which 
Laws  the  Popes  made  very  great  Advantage. 
Then  it  was  that  Gregory  the  Ninth  advan¬ 
ced  the  Authority  of  Canon  or  Pontifical 
Laws,  by  Compofing  the  Decretals  by  the 
help  of  his  Chaplain  Raymmd:  Then  it  was, 
that  the  Orders  of  the  Dominican  and  Fr.an* 
cifcan  Fryars  were  foundedj  to  whom  was 
committed  the  Inquiliuon  after  Hereticks. 

Thefe  Monks  at  their  firlt  fetting  up  for 
Inquiiitors,  as  Father  Paul  has  obferved  in 
the  Hillary  of  the  Inquilition,  had  no  Tri¬ 
bunal  or  Courts  of  their  own,  but  did  only 
Preach,  and  ftir  up  Princes  and  People,  en¬ 
gaging  them  into  Crufadoes  againft  Here¬ 
ticks,  by  fewing  a  piece  of  Red  Cloth  in  the 
form  of  aCrofsupon  their  Garments.  But 
Innocent  the  Fourth,  who  begun  his  Pontifi¬ 
cate  about  the  latter  end  of  Frederick  the 
Second,  obferving  the  furious  Zeal  of  the 
Fryars,  thought  good  to  Ere&  a  Tribunal 
tor  them,  that  fb  they  thernfelves  might 
proceed  to  the  Tryal  of  Hereticks,  To 
bring  this  about  he  had  a  fair  opportunity 
upon  the  Death  of  Fredsnck ,  by  reafon  of 
the  vacancy  that  then  happen’d  in  the  Em¬ 
pire  for  many  years :  For  now  having  no 
Emperor  to  contrcul  Him  in  Italy \  He  took 
ih§  Confidence  to  impofe  the  Inquilition  upon 
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the  feveral  Provinces  of  it.  There  are  Ex¬ 
tant  feveral  Bulls,  written  by  Innocent  the 
Fourth  to  the  Magiit rates  of  thofe  Countries: 
One  of  which. fets  down  the  forementioned 
Laws  of  Frederick  againft  Hereticks  Word 
for  Word,  and  commands  them  to  be  fidd¬ 
ly  obferved.  Nor  can  I  blame  him  for  hold¬ 
ing  his  Ecclefiaftical  Empire  upon  no  other 
Title  than  the  Pretence  of  Religion.  To  be 
a  Heretick  mult  needs  be  the  fame  thing  to 
Him  and  his  Succeflors,  as  to  be  a  Tray  tor  to 
Temporal  Princes.  Hence  it  came  to  pafs, 
that,  when  the  lnquifition  had  gotten  Foot  in 
many  Kingdoms  and  Countries, an  incredible 
Number  of  People  were  frequently  Torment¬ 
ed  and  Burned  for  the  Crime  of  Witchcraft, 
which  they  had  fo  twilled  and  blended  with 
Herefie,or  theDenyal  of  Pontifical  Authority, 
that  in  Peeking  out  Witches ,  in  Tormenting 
and  putting  them  to  Death,  they  did  at  once 
gratify,  as  well  the  Ambition  and  ufurp’d 
Power  of  their  Lord  the  Pope,  as  their  own 
iafatiable  Covetoufnefs  and  Thirft  after  other 
Mens  Goods.  In  the  year  1 5 18.  the  Inquifi- 
tors  put  to  Death  abundance  of  Inchanters, 
which  they  had  found  in  the  Venetian  Terri¬ 
tories,  where  fuch  was  the  Extortion  and 
Avarice  of  their  Proceedings,  that  the  Coun¬ 
try  rofe  up  againft  them,  and  the  Council 
afterwards  was  fain  to  fend  for  thefe  Inquifi- 
tors,  and  enquire  into  their  Proceedings,  to 
pacify  the  enrag’d  Populace.  The  InquiU- 
tion  was  likewife  fettled  in  Lorrain  much  a* 
bout  the  fame  Time,  where  accotding  to  the 
Confeffion  of  Nicholas  R emigius,  who  ad_ 
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judg'd  them  to  Death,  m  Sixteen  years  time, 
there  were  800  Witches  Executed.  In  a  Word, 
after  the  Founding  of  the  Dominican  and 
j Prancifcan  Fryars,  and  the  letting  up  so  Of¬ 
fice  of  Inquifition,  the  World  grew  fo  full  of 
Devils  and  Witches,  that  I  am  apt  to  give  in¬ 
to  the  judgment  of  Cardan,  who  handling  this 
Bufinefsof  Witches  and  Witch-  jJWfrqob’erv’d 
it  to  be  full  of  CoYetoufnefsand  Folly,  as  any 
one  may  read  in  his  Book  de  Farietate  Rerism. 

By  this  Time  met  bin  ks  it  plainly  appears 
out  of  the  preceding  Difcourfe,  that  the  No¬ 
tion  of  a  Witch ,  as  it  is  taken  now  a-days, 
has  no  Foundation  at  all  in  Scripture  ^  but 
had  its  original  or  firft  Rife  out  of  Heatheoifh 
Fables,  and  was  afterwards  improv’d  by  Pa¬ 
pal  Impoff  ures:  Neverthelefs,  to  make  good 
my  Promife,  I  (hall  produce  fome  Arguments 
to  prove,  idly.  That  a  V Fitch  is  not  to  be 
found  in  Scripture,  And  4 My,  That  there  is 
no  fuch  Thing  as  a  Witch  at  all. 

The  firfl  Argument  dial]  be  taken  from  the 
Difference  between  00 r  Vulgarly  reputed 
Witches ,  and  thofe  which  our  TYanflators  of 
the  Bible  call  fo.  For  whom,  l  pray,  do  our 
Tranflatar*  call  Witches ,  but  the  Kings  and 
Queens,  and  Princes  of  the  Earth  as  alfo  the 
Priefts  and  Phllofophers,  and  Wife  Men  of 
this  World  ?  Whereas  the  Witches now  a- 
days,  are  poor,  filly,  contemptible  People  •, 
for  iafiead  of  fuch  as  King  Manajfes,  and 
Q ueeux  Jezabel,  we  now  hear  talk  of  this  old 
(yammer,  and  t]?is  old  Gocdwife,  It  feerns  the 
Kingdom  of  Darhufs  is  quite,  alter’n  in  its 
politicks,  and  the  Devil  is  not  fo  Wife  as 
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fbme  Men  make  him,  if  the  Opinion  of 
Witchcraft  holds  good. 

The  fecond  Argument  (hall  be  taken  from 
the  Sadduces,  a  famous  Sed  among  the  Jews,, 
who  deny’d  Spirits,  and  the  Refurredion  of 
the  dead  ;  yet  had  the  Five  Books  of  Adnfcs 
in  high  Efteem  and  Regard;  wherefore  either 
they  did  not  underltand  Hebrew ,  or  if  they 
did,  the  Notion  of  Witchcraf  t  did  not  appear 
in  Mofes .  And  if  this  be  once  granted,  I 
foppofe  the  other  Parts  of  the  Bible  will  ea~ 
Ely  follow.  But,  perhaps,  you’ll  Objed, 
and  fay,  That  the  Seduces  were  a  Sed  after 
the  Captivity,  which  kept  the  Jem  lo  long 
in  Babylon  ,  that  they  forgot  their  own 
Tongue,  and  that  the  Jews,  after  their  Re¬ 
turn  into  Judea,  fpoke  not  the  Hebrew ,  but 
the  Vulgar  Syrian.  To  this  I  Anfwer,  That 
when  the  Sed  of  the  Saddles  took  its  Begin¬ 
ning,  is  uncertain,  and  that  however  the 
Common  People  did  forget  the  old  Hebrew , 
yet  the  Priefts  did  always  prefer ve  its  know¬ 
ledge.  Now  that  Prieds  themfelves  were 
SaJduces,  is  Manifed,  for  even  the  High- 
Pried  Jojeph  Hire  arms  ^  was  one  of  that  Sed, 
according  to  the  Testimony  of  Jofephm 
The  third,  and  lad  Argument,  (hall  be 
taken  from  the  Different  Pradices,  aferib’d 
unto  our  Vulgarly  Suppos’d  Witches,  and  un¬ 
to  thofe  in  our  own  Tranflation  of  the  Bible. 
For  our  Modern  Witches  pradice  a  fecret  Oc¬ 
cult  Art,  and  it  requires  great  Skill  to  did 
cover  them  by  feveral  drange  Signs  and  hor¬ 
rid  Tortures.  But  thofe  whom  our  Fran- 
flators  call  Witches,  in  the  Bible,  were  fuclf 
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as  pra&ifed  what  they  did  Openly,  and  in  the 
Face  of  the  World, making  Publick  Profeflion 
of  their  Art,  which  was  the  Counterfeit  Art 
of  Prophefypngy  and  Working  Miracles .  But, 
alas !  had  it  been  this  Myfterious  Art  of  Cm. 
trailing  with  the  Devily  and  of  ufmg  his  Power  y 
the  Profelibrs  whereof  are  lb  Clandeftine  in 
their  Ways,  that  they  can  hardly  be  di  [co¬ 
ver’d  by  various  Scrutinies  and  Enquiries  \ 
how  impoflible  a  Thing  had  it  been  for  Sad  to 
turn  them  all  out  of  Ifraely  as  we  read  he  did, 
i  Sam .  28.  This  I  am  Pure  of,  a  Proclamation 
now-a-days  let  out  to  that  Purppfe,  would 
avail  nothing,  and  only  ferve  to  move  the 
Laughter  of  all  thofe  that  Hood  by  to  hear  it. 

if  there  be  no  inch  Thing  as  a  Witch 
in  Scripture,  as  I  have  Vanity  enough  to 
think  I  have  prov'd  in  my  laft,  I  (hall  make 
ufeof  that,  as  my  firft  Argument,  to  prove 
there  is  no  fitch  Thing  as  a  Witch  at  all  ^  which 
was  my  fecond  Propofal.  Nor  let  any  one, 
thereupon,  that  abounds  with  Words,  and 
his  own  Senfe,  cry  out,  then  there  is  no 
fuch  River  as  the  Thames ,  there  is  no  fuch 
Country  as  America ,  if  filence  in  Scripture 
ferves  for  an  Argument.  A  Man  may  make 
fuch  Inftances  from  Morning  to  Night,  and 
a  great  Noife  to  no  Purpofe^  as  if  there 
were  no  Difference  between  thofe  Things 
that  lie  quite  befides  the  Scriptures  Notice, 
and  thofe  Things  which,  if  they  be  True,, 
the  Scriptures  could  not  be  lilent  about, 
without  the  Charge  of  Imperfedion.  For 
let  any  one  but  read  the  Law  of  Mofesy  and 
then  firioufly  confider,  why  it  fliould  be  fo 
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fevere  againft  Incdluous  and  Beaftial  Concu. 
tfinage,  and  yet  not  fo  much  as  mention  Di¬ 
abolical.  The  Jews  were  forbid  to  meddle 
with  Strange  Women  of  other  Nations,  and 
fliould  there  be  no  Caution  given  againft 
their  meddling  with  ftrange  Creatures,  as  it 
were  of  another  World  ?  Obferve  how  cu¬ 
rious  the  Law  is  in  matters  uf  Uncleannefs, 
and  (hall  an  ordinary  Running  lilue  be  lb 
much  Talk’d  of,  and  no  Mention  made  of 
Teats  running  with  Blood,  and  fuck’d  by 
Devils  ?  Laftly ,  That  Law  which  by  its  Years 
of  Jubilee,  and  feveral  other  Conftitutions, 
provided  more  againft  Oppreflion  and  Cru¬ 
elty  than  any  other  Law  in  the  World  ^  that 
Law  which  fo  detefted  the  Murther  of  Men, 
that  it  made  them  Merciful  to  their  Neigh¬ 
bours  Beafts ;  I  fay,  that  Law  could  never 
pafs  over  in  Silence,  the  Cruel  and  Abomi¬ 
nable  Adions  of  Witches ,  againft  both  Man 
and  Beaft.  W  ithout  queftion  it  would  have 
inflided  upon  them  the  fevereft  Punilhments, 
and  for  the  Difcovery  of  their  Secret  and 
Devilift)  Contrads,  it  would  have  laid  down 
fufficient  Rules  for  Trial ;  efpecially  fince,  in 
a  far  lefs  Matter,  that  of  Adultery,  it  made 
ufe  of  that  horrible  and  amazing  Tryal,  by 
the  Bitter  Water ,  which  caufed  the  Curfe. 

Secondly ,  1  Argue  from  the  miferable  TV 
vsrty  of  our  Vulgarly  reputed  Witches ,  (fuch 
as  is  the  Woman  that  gives  Being  to  thefe 
Refkdions)  that  they  are  wrongfully  ac¬ 
cus’d.  For  I  am  not  willing  to  believe,  that 
they  have  fuch  a  Power  with  the  Devil,  as  to 
make  him  do  wonderful  Things  at  their 


.  (  *6  ) 

Command,  when  they  never  command  him t 
ro  fetch  rheni  Money,  and  to  furnilh  themi 
with  Bread.  Indeed,  in  the  Night  Time  he 
carries  them  1  know  not  whither,  and  there 
they  meet  with  great  variety  of  imaginary 
Mirth  and  feeing.  Now  fuch  as  their  Feaft 
hj  fach  is  their  Witchcraft,  not  real,  but 
imaginary,  as  only  exifting  in  the  wild  Fan¬ 
cies  of  Men. 

Sn  the  Third  Place,  1  charge  thofe  who  ob- 
Hinately  maintain  there  are  Witches ,  either" 
with  Irrationality  or  Impiety :  For  ?ti$  irra¬ 
tional  to  think,  that  the  Devils  are  Crea¬ 
tures  full  of  Malice*  and  breathing  nothing 
but  Mifchief  again  ft  the  whole  Race  of  Man, 
and  that  they  lb  Her  a  Man  to  live,  when 
tfiev  can  fo  eafily  kill  us  at  the  Command  of 
a  Witch.  But  if  you  evade  this,  by  faying. 
That  Devils  cannot  hart  us  without  the  Divine 
Fjermijfion  ;  Then,  l  fay,  ’tis  Impious  to  con* 
cern  the  Great  God  with  Witchcraft *  4Tis 
true  indeed,  he  may  fend  Death  and  Difeafes 
am'ongft  the  Sous  of  Men,  to  punifh  them  for 
their  Sins  at  his  own  pleafure  ;  but  that  he 
fhoukl  do  fo  at  the  defive  of  the  Devil,  at 
the  command  of  a  Witch ,  is  fuch  a  Gratifi¬ 
cation  of  Malice,  as  is  far  from  God  to  per¬ 
form.  Calvin ,  in  his  Sermons  on  the  two 
fir  ft  Chapters-  of  Job,  takes  a  great  deal  of 
pains  to  explode  this  Opinion  of  God's  Per * 
mjJJuw,  and  (hews,  by  feveral  Examples  of 
> 4hfolon ,  jlhab, and  Nebuchadnez,z.ar,th at  God 
doth  not  barely  permit,  but  orders  and  de¬ 
termines  the  A&ions  of  Devils  and  Wicked 
Meiij  affirming,  That  if  /4ffc$  could  fptah, 
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rbey  JTiyir  yJfi?#  who  talk 

of  God's  Perrnijfion  after  this  Kate :  Mof  will 
he  grad t,  that  God  afflifted  upon  Satan’s 
Requeft*  but  becaufe  he  himfelf  had  fo  de¬ 
termin’d  to  try  Job' s  Patienee. 

Lafilyy  The  Vanity  and  Falfenefs  of  their 
Opinion  who  believe  there  are  Witches ,  ap¬ 
pears  from  nothing  more  than  from  this,’ 
That  it  afcribes  unto  the  Devil  an  Omnipotent 
Power:  Infomuch,  that  no  Rational  Man, 
by  the  Light  of  Reafon,  fhall  be  able  to  tell, 
from  the  Hiftory  of  the  Gofpel,  whether  our 
Saviour  himfelf  were  a  Witch  or  no  \  for  let 
Fome  Men  think  what  they  pleafe,  the  Holi- 
nefs  of  his  Do&rine  is  not  by  theThoufandth 
Fart  fuch  a  Proof  of  Afting  by  a  Divine 
Power,  as  the  Miraculoufnefs  of  his  Works* 
But,  alafs!  What  were  his  Miracles,  or  how 
were  they  valued,  if  Malicious  Creatures, 
without  a  Divine  Commiffion  enabling  them 
thereto,  can  make  Frogs  and  Serpents,  raife 
the  Dead,  give  Law  to  the  Winds  and  Seas, 
to  mention  no  more  of  thofe  prodigious 
Works  afcribed  unto  the  Devils  upon  the 
Account  of  Witchcraft?  For  my  part,  I  am 
apt  to  think,  that  thofe  who  believe  after 
this  manner3  approach  very  near  to  the  Opi¬ 
nion  of  the  Per  fans ,  who  held  there  were 
Two  Great  Beings,  both  Almighty,  both  at 
mutual  and  perpetual  War  *,  one  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  all  Good,  the  other  of  all  Evil.  The 
Good  Principle  they  called  Orctnafdes ,  and  the 
Evil  one ,  Arimanias .  Of  the  fame  Opinion 
were  the  Egyptians ,  as  appears  by  Ofirts  and 
Typhon ,  and  from  them  Pitbagora*  carry’d  it 
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io  Greece]  In  a  Word,  the  whole  Heathen 
World  feem  to  be  infected  with  thisConceit, 
believing  Infernal  as  well  as  Supernal  Gods  •, 
and  therefore  they  had  Sacrifices  as  well  to 
appeafe  the  Anger,  and  to  avert  the  Mif- 
chiefs  of  the  one,  as  to  propitiate,  and  pro¬ 
cure  theBleffings  of  the  other.  Nor  can 
thofe  Ghriftians  be  excus’d  from  the  fame  In* 
fe&ioH,  who,  upon  the  Accotfnt  of  Witch* 
craft,  attribute  Omnipotency  to  the  Devil  $ 
for  whatlefs  do  they  believe,  concerning  the 
Prince  of  the  Devil  and  his  Power,  if  accord¬ 
ing  to  them,  he  can  command  the  Influence 
of  the  Sun,  and  Govern  the  Motion  of  the 
Stars:  if  he  can  open  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth, 
and  caufe  the  Vapours  to  afcend  in  Clouds 
into  the  Middle  Pvegion  of  the  Air,  and 
thence,  again,  defcend  upon  the  Earth,  in 
Thunder  and  Lightening  and  violent  Storms 
If  he  can  Transform  Men  and  Women  into 
Cats,  and  if  he  can  Create  Frogs  and  Ser¬ 
pents.  Wherefore  I  conclude,  it  was  a 
very  feafonable  Decree  made  by  the  Council 
of  Ancyra ,  more  Antient  than  the  Nicene 
Council,  wherein  they  declare  unto  all 
Chriftians,  the  Heathen ifhnefs  of  this  Belief 
and  Opinion.  Which  is  manifeft,  appears 
only  in  the  Writings  of  that  Super ftitious 
Age,  one  Inftance  of  which,  inftead  of  the 
many  other  that  could  be  produc’d  on  this 
Subjeft,  I  fhall  give  from  Hyvfiphele% s  Defcrip- 
tion  of  Medea. 

I 

Ilia  ireluttantem  cuafu  deducere  Lunam 
Nititur ,  &  tenebris  abdere  Solis  equos. 

Ilia  ref  ran  at  aquas ,  obliquaq\  Flumina  fifiit , 

Ilia  loco  fylv as ,  vivaq ,  Jaxa  tnovet. 


Per 


1 19 ) 

Ter  Tumulous  err  at  ,  fp  arfi  s  di JHnEla  Vapi  lllsy 
Certaq\  de  tepidis  colli  git  offa  Rogis . 

Devovet  abfentes ,  fimulachraq y  Cere  a  figit 
Et  miferum  tenues  in  Jecururget  Acus , 

She  from  her  Courfe  the  flruggling  Moon  would 
The  Sun  himfelf  in  Magick  Shades  infold  :  (hold 
She  curbs  the  Waves,  and  flops  the  rapid  Floods, 
And  from  her  feat  removeswholeRocks&  Woods. 
With  her  difhevel’d  Hair  the  wandring  Hag, 
Does  half- burnt  Bones  from  their  warmAJJjes  d  rag. 
In  molten  Wax,  tho’  abfent,  kills  by  Art, 
Arm’d  with  her  Needle,  goars  a  tortur'd  Heart. 

’Tis  true  indeed,  the  Pontifical  Authors 
make  a  great  ftir  in  their  Anfwers  to  the 
abovemention’d  Decree  of  the  Ancyan  Coun¬ 
cil,  fometimes  endeavouring  to  evade  its 
Force  with  their  abfurd  Interpretations, 
fometi  mes  to  throw  Dirt  into  the  Face  of  the 
Council,  as  if  it  were  not  to  be  regarded: 
But  Alciat  in  his  Tarerga ,  does  ingenioufly 
confefs,  that  in  thefe  their  Anfwers,  nee 
Ccelum ,  nec  Terram  attingnnty  they  have  nei¬ 
ther  Head  nor  Tail.  And  which  is  more  to 
be  wonder’d  at,  Martin  Delrio  the  Jefuitisin 
this  point  fo  very  impartial,  as  to  diflent 
from  Baronins ,  who  judges  that  this  Council 
was  held  at  Rome  under  Damafcus ,  in  the 
Days  of  St.  Hierom :  Delrio  for  fundry  Rea- 
fons,  believing  it  to  have  been  really  held 
at  Ancyra  the  Metropolis  of  Galatiay  accords 
ing  to  the  Common  Affertion  of  thofe  who 
Collected  the  Antient  Canons. 

For  this  Decree  of  the  Ancyran  Council 
was  the  more  neceflary,  in  regard  that  a  lit¬ 
tle  before  Manesy  or  Manic  he  ns  had  fpread 
abroad,  through  the  whole  Chriftian  World* 
that  old  Hcathenifh  Doftrineof^  Two  Trin - 
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ciphs,  one  of  Good  and  the  other  of  Ev  II  % 
And  it  is  remarkable.  That  Witches  and  Ma- 
nicheans  are  coupled  together  by  the  Emperors 
Dioclcfian  and  Maximia *?,  in  their  Prefcript 
to  Julian  the  Proconful  of  Africa,  de  Malefic 
&  Mankhceis ,  as  it  is  cited  out  of  the  Grego¬ 
rian  Code,  by  Ruffinus,  in  his  Collation  of 
the  JewiJh  with  the  Roman  Laws.  About  a 
Hundred  Years  after,  and  fome  what  more, 
Trifcillian  and  his  Followers,  did,  in  a  great 
JMeafure,  embrace  the  Dofirine  of  Manes ,  in* 
fomuch  that  in  the  Year  Five  Hundred  Sixty 
Three,  there  was  a  Council  held  at  Rracara, 
a  Town  of  Galicia  in  Spit#,  again  ft  the  Prif- 
atUianifts.  In  the  Decrees  of  this  Council 
Manes  and  PrifcilHan  are  frequently  join’d  to¬ 
gether,  for  their  FooliOi  Conceits,  concern¬ 
ing  the  Power  of  the  Devil,  or  EvilPrincu 
pie;  but  efpecially  they  have  one  Decree  ve¬ 
ry  applicable  to  our  prefen t  Purpofe,  where¬ 
in  they  Anathematize  all  thofe,  who  believe 
fhat  the  Devil  can  make  any  Creature,  or  fo 
much  as  raifeS tonus  and'Tempefts  by  his  own 
Authority  and  Power  :  TheWords  are  thefe, 
Si  qm$  credit ,  quod  aliquant  as  in  Man  do  Great  «- 
Tas  Diabolus  fecerit ,  &  Tonitrua ,  &  Fulgura 9 
&  Tempefiates ,  &  Siccitates ,  ip  fie  Diabolus  fin  a 
Author  it  ate  fact  at ,  jicut  Prifciilianus  dixit.  A- 
wathema  fin .  If  any  one  believes  that  the  Etev.il 
can  form  or  make  any  Creatures,  or  that  the 
}afernalSpirit,by  the  Means  of  his  cwnPower, 
can  create  Thunder  and  Lightning,and  Rain, 
and  Drowth,  as  frlficillian  has  affirm’d,  let 
him  be  Excommunicated  and  Act  %r fed* 
Wherefore  if  the  Devil  cannot  raife  Tem¬ 
pers  by  his  own  Sufficiency,  he  did  no  more 
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in  the  Cafe  of  Job  (  which  is  always  brought 
in  as  an  Argument  againft  it)  than  EUa^ot 
any  Mortal  Man  may  do,  when  he  receiv’s  a 
Comniiffion  from  God.  Hence  I  infer.  That 
the  Qo&rine  of  Witchcraft  magnifying  the 
Diabolical  Power  beyond  its  due  proportion, 
doth  favour  too  Rankly  of  Prifcillian  and  Ma-. 
ves,  and  the  Heathen  World. 

And  now  it  is  worth  the  while,  in  the 
fifth  Place,  to  confider  what  thefe  Men  can 
fay  for  themfelves,  who  fo  obftinately  main¬ 
tain  there  are  Witches  ^  for  they  being  on 
the  Affirmative  Part,  are  bound,  by  the 
Laws  of  Deputation,  to  prove  what  they 
affirm,  and  tis  fufficientfortheirAdverfa4 
ries  to  confute  their  Proofs.  Rut  alas!  thefe 
Men  are  generally  ignorant  of  the  Hiftor* 
of  Ages  that  are  gone  and  gaft,  and  of 
the  Scriptures  alfo,  as  to  what  concerns  the 
Queftion  in  Hand.  Wherefore  they  are  all 
wontto  wave  Argument,  and  to  cry  out. 
This  is  a  §hteftion  not  to  be  difpmed  upon,  in  Re¬ 
gard  it  is  a  Matter  of  Fa£l^  andconfequently  the 
Objett  of  Senfe,  ana  not  of  Re afon.  Thus,  w  hen 
they  are  got  to  their  Cattle  of  Defence,  they 
make  a  great  Noife,  and  cry  out  upon  the 
Unreafonableneis  of  others,  who  will  not  be¬ 
lieve  what  fo  many  Worjhipfnl  Perfons  in  the 
World  have  heard  and  fcen.  And  what  is 
that,  I  pray?  Why  they  have  heard  TruriH 
pets  found,  and  Drums  beat,  when  neither 
Trumpeter  nor  Drummer  have  been  near  the 
Place.  They  have  feen  Chairs  and  Stools 
move  up  and  down  a  Room,  when  no  Body 
has  touch'd  them,  with  many  other  Things 
tail  as  ftrange,  Thus  will  they  tell  Stories 
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of  this  Nature  from  Morning  to  Night,  tho* 
when  they  have  done,  they  fay  nothing  to 
the  Purpofe,  For  fuppofe  that  all  thefe  Sto¬ 
ries  wereunqueftionably  true,  yet  they  wou’d 
not  fufficc  to  prove  Witchcraft .  I  confefs  in¬ 
deed  they  would  evince  the  being  of  Spirits, 
a  Thing  which  no  Wife  Man  can  deny,  tho* 
he  doth  not  believe  it*  For  it  is  one  Thing 
todoubt,  an^  another  tq  deny.  For  my  own 
Part,  I  firmly  believe  that  there  are  many 
Thoufands  of  Spirits,  made  of  an  Incorpored 
Matter ,  top  fine  to  be  perceiv’d  by  the  Senfes 
of  Men.  Nor  will  I  contradifl:  the  Authori¬ 
ty  of  fo  many  in  the  World*  who  affirm  they 
have  heard  the  ftrange  Things  which  I  juft 
now  mention’d  9  fuppofing  that  thefe  Spirits 
may  often  play  madTricks  among  us.But  ftiil » 
1  demand  a  Reafon  why  I  (hould  believe  that 
they  do  fb,  upon  the  Account  of  a  ContraQ: 
made  with  any  Man  or  Woman  *,  for  till  this 
is  prov’d,  the  Queftion  of  Witchcraft  ft  and  s 
undetermin’d. 

Well  then,  how  do  the  Affirmers  of  it  go 
about  to  prove,  that  any  Man  or  Woman  if 
Interefted  in  thefe Ifyvitifh  Pranks  f  Why ,  tru¬ 
ly,  by  Telling  fuch  Stories  as  thefe-,  name¬ 
ly,  That  the  Perfons  tormented  by  Devils, 
have  fallen  into  their  Fits  at  the  Sight, or  upon 
the  Touch  of  fiifpcded  Pitches:  As  alfo  that 
Perfons,  thus  tormented,  have  feen  the  fu- 
fpe&ed  Witches  in  this  or  that  Place  of  the 
Room,  where  no  Stander  by  elfe  could  fee  any 
Thing  at  all,  &c.  Now  here  is  to  be  obferv’d* 
that  thefe  Kind  of  Stories  are  far  different  from 
thole,  winch,  I  faid  before,  did  evince  the  Being 
or  Spirits  $for  they  are  attefted  by  numerous  Au¬ 
thorities, 
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thorities,  and  worthy  of  Credit.  But  thefe  are 
quite  contrary,  and  founded  partly  in  the  Jugling 
Delufions  of  Confederated  Imp  oft  or  s,  partly  in  the 
Errors  or  ridiculous  Miftakes  of  Vulgar  Rumours „ 
Neverthelqfs,  that  I  may  not  be  too  drift  with 
my  Ad  verfaries,  I  care  not  if  I  grant  fome  of  thefe 
Stories  to  be  true.  For  Indance  \  That  there  have 
been  Perfons  vex’d  by  Devils  at  the  Sight,  or  up¬ 
on  the  Touch  of  fufpefted  Witches,  and  quiet  a- 
gain  when  they  were  parted :  For  tho*  I  (hould 
grant  this,  I  fee  no  Reafon  whereby  to  conclude 
there  are  no  fuch  Beings  as  Witches,  but  rather 
that  thefe  Spirits,  who  arefo  Frolick  and  Game- 
Tome  in  doing  Us  Mifchief,  when  they  perceive 
Perfons  fufpefted  tdhave  fet  them  atWork,  may, 
oh  Purpofe,  fo  manage  their  malieiousTricks,  as 
to  confirm  the  Suspicion, promote  theAccufation* 
procure  the  Condemnation  of  thefe  miferabler 
Wretches,  and  then  may  account  it  the  Cream 
of  their  malicious  Tricks  to  fee  poor  Innocent 
People  Hang’d.  Now  thisAnfwerofmine,  altho* 
it  be  needled,  and  ex  aburidanti ,  is  far  moreeafy 
and  uncondrain’d  than  any  Thing  that  the  con¬ 
trary  Opinion  can  anfwer  to  thofe  Objeftions, 
which  may  be  made  againft  that  Abfurd  and 
diculous  Conceit  of  Seeing  a  Witch  prefent,that 
is  really  at  many  Miles  Didance. 

Again,  thofe  that  dand  up  for  the  Being  of  this 
Fiftitious  Power,  are  wont  to  fay,  that  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  the  Threatriing  or  Curfing  ufed  by 
this  or  that  Perfon,  fuch  or  fuch  an  Accident  hath 
happen’d  to  the  PerfOn  foThreatned  andCurfed. 
Thefe  Men  would  do  well  to  confider,  that  this 
World  hath  dood  many  Thoufand  Years,  and  is 
of  vad  Extent,  containing  many  Countries,  or 
Nations  full  of  Men  that  have  diverslntereds  and 
Paftions^  wherefore  it  is  not  to  be  wonder'd  at, 
if  there  hath  often  happen’d  in  it  a  notable  con¬ 
currence  of  Events.  Tis  certain  that  poor  old 
People,  when  they  are  abus'd  by  the  Infulting 
Petulancy  of  others,  being  unable  to  right  them- 
felves,  either  at  Law  or  at  Combat,  for  want  of 
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Money,  and  Strength  of  Body,  do  oftentimes  i 
vent  the  Paffion  of  their  Difcontented  Souls  in 
Threats  and  Curfes,  Tis  alfo  certain,  that  many' 
Men  troubled  with  Difeafes  of  the  Head  or 
Heart,  feero  to  be  perfect  Health,  and  yet  fall! 
down  Dead  of  a  hidden.  Now  if  thefe  Two  Ac-  > 
ddents  (hould  meet  together,  I  fhould  fee  no¬ 
thing  but  what  is  Natural,  nor  mould  I  cry  out 
upon  the  Devil  drid  Witchcraft , 

But  methihks  I  hear  fome  Zealots  Objed,  and 
fay,  With  great Veherhence,  and  Aflurance :  What 
need  there  be  any  D  if  puis  about  thejeStories ,  fincePar - 
ties  themfelves ,  as  this  Woman  in  particular^  have 
Confeffed  iheirown  Witchcraft  and  can  there  be 
any  Thing  clearer  than  Self** Confejfion  f  To  this  I 
aniwer,  That  theWifeft  Men  in  the  World  may 
be  brought, by  Imprifonment  and  Torture,  to  con* 
fefs  any  thing,  whether  it  be  True  or  Falfe  $  as 
many  Miferable  Creatures  confefling  themfelves 
Witches ,  have  had  their  Confeffions  extorted 
from  them  by  fuch.  cut  fed  Means.  Befides,  l 
am  not  to  doubt,  Kut  fome  poor,  filly,  melancholy 
old  W  retches  hav£  really  believ'd  themfelves 
Witches ,  and  to  be  guilty  ol  thofe  Adions,  which 
not  only  their  fool ifh  Neighbours,  but  Men  that 
are  call'd  iPcrfJjipful ,  have  charged  them  with. 
Nor  is  it  to  be  wonder’d  at  by  anyone  that  con¬ 
siders  the  i\ range  Effe&s  of  Melancholy,  efpeci- 
ahy  if  heightned.  by  Poverty,  or  want  of  Good 
Diet,  by  Ignorance,  Solitarinefs,  and  Old  Age* 
For  that  fuch  People  take  their  very  Dreams  to 
be  real  V  ifionsand  Truths,  I  am  lure,  not  only 
by  Conferences  drawn  from  their  Addons,  re¬ 
ported  in  Books,  but  by  Experience  alfo  of  my 
own  Acquaintance.  The  Trath  is,  want  of 
Knowledge  in  the  Art  of  Phyfick  makes  Men 
attribute  mere  Natural  Diftempers  to  Spirits  £ 
Nav  Phyficians  themfelves,  who  have  Oiewn 
Excellency  of  Skill  in  Anotomy  and  Chymi* 
nry,  perhaps  have  added  little  or  nothing 
to  the  Diagnofticic  part  of  Difeafes,  fo  happN 
oegun  by  Hippocrates;  Hence  it  is  that  we 
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are  Hill  in  the  Dark,  as  to  the  Abftrufer  DI~ 
(tempers  of  Human  Bodies,  efpecially  fuch  as 
arife  from  Melancholy  ^  which  are  of  fo 
many  Sorts,  and  have  fuch  wonderful  Effects, 
that  whofoever  (hould  rightly  Defcribe  them* 
and  make  them  plainly  Manifeft,  would 
Difcover  to  us  an  unknown  World  full  of 
unheard  of  prodigious  Monfters.  Thus  I  have 
iufficiently  Anfwered  the  moll  material  Ob¬ 
jections,  not  thinking  it  worth  the  while  to  in¬ 
fill  upon  every  Trifflle,  fuch  as  this  is.  Why 
do  you  not  believe  that,which  fcr  many  Thou- 
fands  of  Wife  Men  in  the  World  have  be¬ 
lieved  ?  Surely  they  could  not  all  be  deceived* 
fy’c.  As  if  a  Man  did  not  make  Proclamation 
of  his  own  Folly,  by  fuch  an  Argument* 
when  the  various  Religions  that  have  been  in 
the  World,  are  more  than  enough  to  convince 
any  Rational  Perfon,  how  Abfurd  and  Ridi¬ 
culous  the  Wifell  of  Men  are  in  Matters  of 
Opinion  or  Belief. 

By  this  time  I  cannot  chufe  but  wonder. 
Sixthly ,  at  the  fpreading  of  this  foolilh  Opi¬ 
nion  amongft  Men,  and  its  taking  fuch  deep 
Root  in  their  Minds  *,  but  then  I  ceafe  admi¬ 
ring  when  I  Confider,  That  fome  Men  are 
Knaves,  others  are  Fools,  and  that  all  have 
Fear  implanted  in  them  by  Nature,  the  very 
ftrongeft  of  all  their  Palfions :  For,  though 
it  be  an  Impious  and  Irrational  Saying,  That 
Fear  was  the  fir  ft  Thing  that  brought  Gods  into 
the  JVwld',  yet  I  am  not  apt  to  believe,  It 
fir  ft  of  all  brought  in  thofe  Omnipotent  Witches 
that  contrail  with  Devils .  Now,  that  Fear 
very  frequently,  prefents  Apparathns  to  Me¬ 
lancholic  k  and  Difeas'd  Perfons,  was  well 
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enough  known  to  thofe  who  govern'd  the 
Antient  World,  imperially  the  Eajlern  Parts 
of  it,  for  they  were  wife  Politicians ,  Men 
famous  in  their  Generations,  and  very  much 
experienced  in  the  Nature  of  Mankind.* 
Wherefore  knowing  how  Furious  and  Head- 
ftrong  a  Beaft,  the  Multitude  is,  not  to  be 
dealt  with,  unlefs  you  come  as  it  were  on 
their  blind  Side,  that  is,  unlefs  you  take  them 
by  the  weakeft  Part,  and  lay  hold  of  their 
Paffion  of  Fear,  (I  fay  knowing  this)  they 
promoted  thefe  People,  and  improv’d  them 
for  the  Defigns  of  Government.  Hence  it  came 
to  pafs  that  whatfoever  was  extraordinary  in 
Nature, &  apt  to  aftoniih,was,by  them,afcrib3d 
to  thefe Apparations  or  Spirits  *  Namely  in  the 
upper  Regions  of  the  Heavens,  the  Eclypfes 
of  the  Sun  and  Moon,  Thunder  and  Light¬ 
ning  in  the  Clouds,  Peftilential  Seafons,  as 
alfo  thofe  of  Famine  here  below,  likewife  the 
mo  ft  hideous  of  Difeafes,  whether  they  were 
ftrange  Kinds  of  Tumours  in  the  Body,  or 
Convulfion  Fits,  or  feveral  Sorts  of  Madnefs* 
For  the  Remedying  of  which  difaftrousi 
Accident,  and  the  Taking  away  of  their* 
malignant  Effeds,  many  Charms  or  Spells ; 
were  ordain'd  many  Exercifing  or  Conjuring 
Prayers  were  invented  ^  In  a  Word,  many 
Religious  Rites  or  Ceremonies  of  Worfliipi 
were  inftituted  with  a  World  of  Vanity  and 
Fancy .  The  Egyptians ,  that  Anitent  and  Wife » 
People,  the  very  Fathers  of  Learning,  had  a 
Refped  unto  thefe  Kind  of  Spirits  in  their 
Publick  Worfhip,  as  may  be  gather’d  from 
Plutarch  in  his  Treatife  concerning  the  Decay 
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of  Oracles,  where  he  brings  in  this  Confide- 
ration  of  their  Religious  Rites,  as  a  probable 
Argument  that  they  were  the  firft  Opiners  of 
V&mom  h  I  mean,  the  firft  that  brought  in  the 
Opinion  of  the  Exiftence  of  Devils. 

In  procefs  of  Time,  thofe  Adions  of  the 
Prielts,  and  great  Politicians  of  the  World, 
began  to  be  imitated  by  Private  Perfons,  not 
only  Men,  but  Women  alfo,  fuch  as  (he  was 
that  dwelt  at  Endor ,  for  what  will  not  foine 
attempt  to  do,  when  a  vecejfitous  Poverty  doth 
torment  them  with  a  greedy  dejireof  Gain? 
Thefe  kind  of  finking  People ,  a  Generation 
of  impudent  Liars ,  Mountebanks  in  Divinity  and 
Thtfck,  have  all  along  pefter’d  the  Age  in 
which  they  lived.  Hipocrates,  Treating  irty 
Icprs  voo-ss,  or  the  Fading- Sichiefs,  hath  excell¬ 
ently  well  defcrib  d  the  Knavijh  Impojlures  of 
foine  in  his  Times,  who,  to  cloak  their  Igno¬ 
rance  of  that  Difeafe,  pretended  it  came  im¬ 
mediately  from  the  Hand  of  God ,  and  therefore 
was  to  be  Cured  with  certain  Expiations  and 
Charms.  Thefe  Men,  fays  he,  had  nothing  but 
God  in  their  Mouths,  and  yet,  notmthftanding 
this  Holinejs ,  they  bajely  deluded  the  People  with 
Magick  Cheats :  So  alfo  did  the  Heathen  Divi- 
i  nes,  I  mean  their  pretended  t  hilofophers.  Men 
full  of  Words  and  Beards,  who,  for  the  love 
of  Gain  and  a  Croud  of  Difciples,  would 
I  frequently  make  fhew  of,  I  know  not  what. 
Sublimity  of  Knowledge,  and  Intimate  Acquain - 
!  tance  with  the  Deity ,  by  vertue  whereof  they- 
would  undertake  to  Charm  and  Exorcife  Evil 
Spirits.  Lucian,  in  his  Dialogue,  Entituledf 
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or  Dovers  of  Libs ,  makes  very 
good  Sport  with  thefe  fort  of  Fellows. 

U  Now  when  Hunger  and  Covet oufnefs  had 
engaged  private  Perfons  in  the  fame  Knavifb 
Impoflures ,  which  the  Pnefts  fet  on  Foot  oat 
of  Policy ,  they  not  enduring  to  fee  their  Office 
invaded,  did  declare  anto  the  World,  That  all 
fuch  as  attempted  Sacred  Things ,  contrary  to  the 
due  Rights  and  Ceremonies ,  were  fo  far  from  any 
Communion  with  the  Gods ,  that  they  were  rather 
Abandon'd  by  them ,  and  expos'd  to  the  Society  of 
Evil  Spirits  $  .by  which  Converfation  they  became 
full  of  Malice ,  and  all  forts  of  Vice  and  Mifchief 
like  unto  the  Devils ,  with  whom  they  corner  fed,; 
For  that  this  was  the  AfTertion  of  the  AntHhfc 
Chaldean  Priejls ,  is  evident,  in  that  Treatile 
of  Jamblichus^  which  treats  of  the  Myfteries 
of  the  Egyptians ,  Chaldeans ,  and  Affyrians * 
And  thus,  1  fuppofe,  I  have  given  a  true  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Rife  and  Origin  of  Witchcraft . 

But  howfoever  thisOpimon  of  Witchesmight^ 
probably,  take  its  firft  Rife  in  the  Eafiern 
Parts ,  it  quickly  alfo  came  into  the  Weft,  and 
there^  at  lengthy  it  very  much  prevailed,  by 
reafon  of  the  Platonick  Philofophy *  For  theie 
Men  being  addided  to  Fables  and  Allegories, 
became  fo  vain,  as  to  turn  thofe  Fables  and 
Allegories  into  Reality.  In  a  word,  whofo- 
ever  reads  the  Platonick  Writings,  muft  find 
them  full  of  confident  Dilcourfe,  about  what 
they  did  not  understand,  concerning  the  Gods , 
Daemons ,  and  Spirits  of  Men.  Much  is  their 
Talk  of  a  Familiar  Spirit  which  every  Man 
hath,  calling  it  fometnnes,  the,  6  cixa  lome- 
times  ocuvwVj  Sometimes  the  6  ri/jca? 

J'ou/jceo  v, 


t 


(  29  ) 

c^octjucov*  Nor  is  it  to  be  wonder’d  at,  if  Chri - 
Jlian  Authors  have  too  much  exceeded  on 
fuch  Subjects,  in  regard  5tis  well  enough 
known  how  much  the  Primitive  Chriftians 
adrnir  d  the  Platonick  SeE.  Nor  is  it  unlikely, 
that  in  their  frequent  Exorcifings  and  Conjura¬ 
tions,  they  did  but  imitate  the  Platonicks ,  who 
tbemfelves  did,  therein,  but  tread  in  the  Steps 
of  the  Antient  Egyptian  Priejfs :  Amongfi: 
whom,  it  s  ufual  to  Conjure  the  Devils,  with 
ftrange  kinds  of  Threats,  viz.  That  if  they 
would  not  do  as  the  Priefts  would  have 
them.  They  would  tear  the  Heavens  ajfunder ,  and 
reveal  the  Secret  of  Ifis,  as  may  be  feen  in  Jam- 
hlicus ,  whom  I  have  before  quoted. 

Thus  am  I  come  to  a  Period,  to  the  fatis- 
fadion,  I  hope,  of  the  Gentleman  that  put 
me  upon  this  Work,  by  his  Defire  to  me  in 
writing,  and  thofe  that  give  themfelves  the 
Trouble  of  reading  it  5  and  if  I  have  ad- 
vane  d  Opinions  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  Wor- 
fhipful  Sir  Henry  Chauncey ,  whofe  great  Age 
may  excufe  the  Commitment  of  thePerfon  that 
occafions  this  DifTertation,  and  cannot  join 
with  the  Reverend  Clergymen,  whofe  De- 
pofitions  were  thought  of  weight  enough,  by 
the  Jury,  to  bring  'her  in  Guilty,  and  whofe 
Prayers  of  fufficient  Efficacy  to  work  a  Mira¬ 
cle,  and  drive  the  Devil  out  of  the  poor  fickly 
Creature,  fuppos’d  to  be  Bewitch'd  it  is  to  be 
prefum’d  1  ihall  not  be  thought  to  fall  under 
the  Statute  of  Defamation ,  or  be  denied  the 
Benefit  of  my  Clergy.  To  fum  up  the  whole, 
I  have,  in  the  Firfi  Place,  fhewn.  That  there 
is  no  fuch  Thing  as  a  Witch  in  Scripture* 

Secondly , 
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Secondly ,  That  it  took  its  Beginning  from  Hea¬ 
then  Fables.  Thirdly ,  That  it  was  afterwards 
Improved  by  Papal  Impoftures.  In  the  Fourth 
Place ,  I  have  produc’d  feveral  Arguments 
againft  the  Affirmers  of  Witchcraft.  Fifthly 
I  have  anfwer’d  other  Arguments  to  the 
Contrary.  Sixthly ,  and  Laftly,  I  have  endea¬ 
vour’d  to  Ihew,  by  what  Means  this  Opinion 
of  Witches  came  into  the  World,  all  which 
I  have  handled  Succin&ly,  pointing  as  it 
were,  at  the  Heads  of  Things,  and  leaving 
it  to  fome  abler  Pen,  to  handle  this  Queftion 
more  at  large :  A  thing  which  is  very  ufe- 
ful  to  be  done,  for  if  the  Dodrine  of  Witch¬ 
craft  fliould  be  carried  up  to  a  Hight,  and 
the  Inquifition  after  it  fhould  be  intrufted  in 
the  Hands  of  Ambitious ,  Covetous ,  and  Mali¬ 
cious  Men ,  it  would  prove  of  more  fatal  Con- 
fequence  to  the  Lives  and  Safety  of  Mankind, 
than  that  Antient  Heathenifh  Cuftom  of  Sacri¬ 
ficing  Men  to  Idols  ^  infomuch,  that  we  Hand 
in  need  of  another  Hercules  Liberator ,  who,  as 
the  former  freed  the  World  from  Human  Sa¬ 
crifices  ,  fliould,  in  like  manner,  Travel  from 
Country  to  Country,  and  by  his  all-command¬ 
ing  Authority,  free  it  from  the  evil  and  bafe 
Cuftom  of  Imprifoning  People  to  confefs  them - 
f elves  Witches,  and  Burning  them  after  extorted 
Gonfejjions.  Surely  the  Blood  of  Mankind 
ought  not  to  be  fo  cheap,  nor  fo  eafily  to  be 
ihed,  by  fuch  who  under  the  Name  of  God, 
gratify  exorbitant  Paffions  and  fcelfilh-Ends  5 
tor  without  Queftion,  under  this  fide  of 
Heaven,  there  is  nothing  fo  Sacred  as  the 
Life  of  Man,  for.  the  Prefervation  whereof  , 
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all  Policies  or  Forms  of  Government,  all  Laws 
and  Magiftrates  are  moft  efpecially  ordain'd. 
Wherefore  I  take  the  Liberty  to  affirm,  That 
this  Difcourfe  of  mine,  attempting  to  prove 
the  Vanity  and  Impoffibility  of  Witchcrafts 
is  fo  far  from  any  deferved  Cenfure  and 
Blame,  that  it  rather  merits  Commendation 
and  Praife,  if  I  can  but  in  the  leaft  meafure 
contribute  to  the  faving  of  the  Lives  of  my 
Fellow  Creatures. 


FINIS. 
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